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Happy New Year everybody!!  January brings in a new year, and this time a new slate of officers.  Before long I hope 
we are referred to as your "leaders" - there is a big difference between being an officer and being a leader.  Anyone 
can be appointed an officer, but being a leader requires people with a desire to join and follow.  Changes will be 
proposed and I hope everyone will either embrace the changes or voice their opposition.  All I ask is that you give any 
change a chance.  But whatever you do, if you don't agree, don't just quietly vanish into the night - say something.  
After all, this is YOUR chapter. 
  
I plan to provide more opportunities to have fun participating not only with each other but with other GWRRA members 
throughout the District and Region. Everyone is different in the lives they live and the responsibilities they have. No 
one will be criticized for not being at every activity. All I ask is that you come when you can. The staff will work hard to 
provide a variety of fun activities so you will enjoy yourselves when you do participate. We are all different in what we 
like to do. Some folks enjoy our chapter gatherings and dinner rides; some enjoy attending various chapter and district 
rallies; some prefer to come in cars while for others being out on 2 wheels is what matters regardless of the 
destination.  There will be opportunities for everyone so come do what you love, but also be willing to try some new 
things. You might find you like it.  After all, the folks of Chapter J are some of Oklahoma's greatest people to have fun 
with! 
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In the spirit of putting fun into our chapter gatherings I'd like to incorporate a couple of monthly activities. 
  
The first is to designate a monthly "theme" and encourage everyone to wear something that embraces that theme.  
We'll start in February and the obvious theme choice is Valentine's Day.  What you choose to wear is entirely up to 
you, but keep in mind the more ridiculous it is the more fun it becomes for everyone. 
  
The second thing I think everyone might enjoy involves birthdays and anniversaries.  We will continue the tradition of 
recognizing birthdays and anniversaries in advance.  For example if your birthday or anniversary falls between the 
January and February meetings, they will be recognized at the January meeting;  between February and March 
meetings, recognition will be at the February meeting and so on.  Now for the fun part.  I'd like to ask everyone to bring 
either a baby or childhood photo of themselves to the meeting recognizing their birthday and either a wedding or early 
marriage photo to the anniversary meeting.  These will be shared with everyone and I'm sure result in loads of 
comments, smiles and more than likely laughter. 
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Jan 29 (Thursday) Steak and Catfish Barn - I-35 @ Waterloo Road (NE corner) 
   5175 E Waterloo Rd  405-341-7300 

Meet there @ 6:30pm 
     
Feb 5 (Thursday) Staff / Planning Meeting 

Ron's Hamburgers - Edmond Rd & Santa Fe (east side of Homeland strip mall) 
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Downtown Poker Walk 
Conducted similar to the familiar Poker Run, but in this case several merchants will be the stops on a 
downtown walk.  All merchants are centrally located near the town square so the walk is an easy one.  Pick 
up your card at each merchant and return to the rally with the best and/or the worst poker hand for a great 
prize.  There will be different merchants on Friday and Saturday Poker Walks, so the prizes will differ. 
 
Bike Wash 
A Marshall Texas youth group will stage a Bike Wash at the Civic Center on both Friday and Saturday 
afternoons.  For a nominal fee the youth group will carefully wash your prized machine.  The youth group 
will be trained in advance to ensure they understand the care of a Gold Wing.  This is your opportunity to 
get the travel bugs and grime off your machine without getting dirty yourself and it will benefit the local youth 
group. 
 
Bus Trip to Shreveport 
This requires advance sign up.  Bus will be leaving immediately after opening ceremonies on Thursday for 
some pre-rally gaming.  The casino requires your Driver’s License and Date of Birth in order to receive a 
welcome package.  If you like going to the casinos, you won’t want to miss this.  The welcome package 
includes a free dinner and free play voucher.  Sign up soon as seats are limited on the bus.  You may drive 
yourself and receive the welcome package; however you still need to sign up in advance. 
 
Sabine Mine Tour 
This is limited and requires advance sign up.  The tour last 1½ hours and will be offered at 9 a.m. on Friday, 
March 20th.  You are responsible for your own transportation.  The North American Coal Corporation’s 
Sabine Mine began production in Hallsville TX in 1984.  Sabine delivers approximately 4.0 million tons of 
coal per year.  The operation utilizes two Bucyrus-Erie® 1570 draglines for overburden removal and 
reclaims about 400 acres of land annually. 
 
Trip to Troup TX 
TX Chapter Y2 will be leading a group on Friday, March 20th beginning at 9 a.m.  This tour is limited and 
requires advance sign up.  You must provide your own transportation for the 1½ hour group ride to Troup 
TX for a tour of the Motor Trike Inc and Thoroughbred Motorsports Inc manufacturing facilities. 
 
AND 
Rider Education will present the new Trike with Trailer course and a Trike course.  Also there will be two 
CPR recertification courses, two Road Captain courses, and two Co-Rider seminars. 
 
‘Be A Sport’ and don’t miss out on the fun.  Go online to www.region-h.org to sign up now. 
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American Honda has announced that the 2008 Honda Hoot will bring to a close 15 years of what has been one of the most 
successful motorcycle rallies in history.  Over the years, almost a quarter of a million guests attended the Honda Hoot which was 
born in the hills of Asheville, North Carolina and eventually moved to Knoxville, Tennessee.  At the first event, a little over 3000 
attendees enjoyed what would grow to become one of the largest rallies in North America. 
 
The Hoot set new precedence for what a motorcycle rally should be, offering not only a wonderful opportunity to test ride new 
products but also focusing on family fun and growing the industry from the ground up.  Based on the current economic crunch 
which may have significant impact on our customers during 2009, American Honda will take this time to seek out new and 
innovative ways to engage with our customers so that we can continue to ride together.  
 
American Honda extends our deepest gratitude to the more than 1,300 volunteers who helped make the Honda Hoot a success and 
to all our event sponsors, to our two host cities, Knoxville, Tennessee and Asheville, North Carolina, and especially to all the good 
people who helped make the Hoot such a great event. 
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