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Lots has happened since our last meeting.  Many of us have been on trips west, south, east and north.  Bill & Julie 
were in Michigan and Wisconsin; Larry & Mary off to Tennessee and Georgia; Wilford and I rode thru OK, TX, NM, CO, 
UT and AZ along with Ed Hites and Steve Cotton (from X-Chapter); Raymond and Kathleen rode to west TX; and I'm 
sure there were others I've forgotten.  Wing Ding is over and what fun it was!  Official attendance was 9,072 with folks 
coming from as far away as Australia.  All of us from Oklahoma should be proud of the great job Oklahoma and Region 
H did welcoming everyone to our little part of the world.  Next year it's off to Des Moines, IA.  If you haven't been to 
Des Moines, you are in for a real treat.  But that's a year away and we've got our own Chapter anniversary coming up 
in August.  Please mark your calendars for Thursday, Aug. 6th to attend the planning meeting at Denny's in Edmond 
where we'll be putting the details together, as well as getting volunteers for everything needed.  EVERYONE (not just 
chapter staff), PLEASE ATTEND! 
 
Now that summer's officially arrived (and in a big way!) we all need to be sure to keep an eye on our bikes, and 
ourselves.  Pay special attention to checking tires frequently as well as making sure engine coolant level stays topped 
off properly.  And when it comes to US, always make sure to stay properly hydrated - drink lots of water to replenish 
what you sweat out.  Water is still the best thing to drink!  If you stop sweating or start getting a headache, you're 
already in trouble!  Get to a cooling off spot quickly.  Don't forget to wear appropriate clothes, loose fitting and light in 
color (preferably long sleeves) and sunscreen.  Wet vests and cool collars are also very helpful.  Just because it's hot 
doesn't mean we shouldn't ride.  But it does mean we should take extra care! 
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In June we traveled to Olathe where we spent the next 6 days riding 1652 miles of great highways with gorgeous scenery.  We rode 
all or part of the Grand Mesa Byway, the San Juan Skyway, the Silver Thread Byway, the West Elk Loop and our favorite, the 
Unaweep/Tabequache Byway.  As a matter of fact we rode it twice, reversing our direction the second day just to be sure we saw it 
all.  It's a ride through a red walled canyon along the Dolores River.  WOW!  At one stop we could see the remains of a 100 year old 
water flume hanging above the river.  It had been used in mining operations.  
  
If you've never ridden through Colorado National Monument outside of Grand Junction, put it on your list.  It's a 23 mile curvy ride 
through some fantastic mountain formations.  Be sure to stop at the scenic views and take it all in.  Watch for bicyclists because 
they like this road too. 
 
We made our 3rd visit to Black Canyon of the Gunnison, hoping to see it without having the rain chase us off.  At the Visitor Center 
we got some information on the East Portal Road which goes down to the bottom of the canyon.  It has a 16% grade with hairpin 
turns all the way to the bottom.  A motorcyclist’s dream.  We even met a deer standing in the middle of a turn.  Think he wanted to 
make sure all riders were staying alert.  Luckily, we'd taken a lunch so enjoyed it down in the canyon.  On our way back up it began 
to rain so that took care of seeing more of the canyon, guess we'll go again.   
 
On our ride to Lake City we found a historic lunch place, the Tic Toc Diner.  It is 1 of 200 remaining post Depression era Diners 
made by Valentine Manufacturing Company.  They were sold in catalogs to Mom & Pop's across the U.S.  As part of the American 
War effort they ceased production and began making B-17 Bomber Wings.  This one opened in 1938 in Albuquerque and moved to 
Lake City in 2000.   
 
Our ride up to Independence Pass and the Continental Divide was a cool one. Lots of snow still up there.  As a matter of fact the 
Aspens had just begun to leaf out.   
 
Guess you've figured out we had a great trip and I could write more, but you've probably gotten more than you want already. 
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·  Drive defensively.  Don’ t assume other motorists are watching.  
·  Wear protective clothing.  In Oklahoma, the choice to wear a helmet is up to the individual, but 

protective gear is always wise.  
·  Slow down and pay attention.  Other vehicles and road debris can cause problems quickly.  
·  Don’ t drink alcohol or take drugs while riding.  
·  Take safety courses to improve knowledge and skills.  
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·  Observe the rights and privileges of motorcycle riders; allow riders the full lane width.  
·  Check for motorcycles in mirrors and blind spots.  
·  Always signal before changing lanes or merging with traffic.  
·  Remember "minor”  road conditions can cause major hazards for motorcyclists.  
·  Allow room behind motorcycles, and don’ t tailgate.  

 
Source: Oklahoma Highway Safety Office 
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